Identification of the mRNA coding for prolactin in the human decidua.
Total RNAs extracted from amnion, chorion and decidua of the human second trimester placentas were translated in the cell-free translation system, followed by immunoprecipitation with antiserum to human prolactin (Prl) and electrophoresis in sodium dodecyl sulfate slab gel. A single immunospecific protein with an apparent molecular weight of approximately 25,500, about 3000 daltons larger than authentic Prl, was formed only with RNA from decidua, and it competed with unlabeled Prl but not with unlabeled human placental lactogen (hPL) for binding to the antibody. The electrophoretic patterns of the fragments formed by partial enzymatic proteolysis of it and authentic Prl were similar.